THE SMALL COUNTRY
d HEY, | RECOGNIZE OF MALI IS LOCATED IN
THIS CONTINENT WEST AFRICA. BUT AT RV
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IT'S AFRICA! ONE TIME MALI WAS PXAj &
v MUCH LARGER. IT WAS [@gr s |
ediferranea®) |ONE OF THE GREATEST [ “ V& % o
? Sea EMPIRES IN AFRICA SN ﬂ oyt <y
FROM 1235 TO 1468! / ;ﬁ‘ﬂ.h 'T SURE IS HOT 7
HERE IN MALI!
| correu_m THAT'S A LOT OF
) i — SAND. ARE WE |-
) Y : NEAR THE SAHARA |*
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a9 SEE ANY WATER. [
TO SHOW YOU Q"‘q‘?ﬁ}/ A1 How CAN PEOPLE
spe& ;{-E%YLACE L ~ 7 \M“SA  LIVE HERE? ¥

IN AFRICA
NAMED MALI.

THE NIGER AND SENEGAL RIVERS FLOWED THROUGHOUT
THE EMPIRE OF MALI. EVEN TODAY THE RIVERS ARE HOME
TO MANY FISH AND PLANTS THAT THE PEOPLE OF MALI

THE PEOPLE OF MALI |

IS A WAY
IRRIGATION WERE ALSO MINERS.

TO USE RIVERS TO
WATER CROPS. WATER IS
CHANNELED TO THE |
2 | FIELDS, GIVING FARMERS [
55| THE ABILITY TO GROW |
S5 CROPS IN DRY PLACES,  §
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MODERN-DAY
MALI

THAT GOLD
MADE THE
EMPIRE OF
MALI VERY
WEALTHY.

AWESOME! I'VE
NEVER SEEN SO
MUCH GOLD!




THAT'S NO PARADE, SCORPY, THAT'S
A CARAVAN. THOSE CAMELS ARE
MOVING SALT AND GOLD FROM ONE
PART OF MALI TO ANOTHER (THERE
= WEREN'T TRUCKS OR PLANES TO
y TRANSPORT GOODS BACK THEN).

Sary

HEY, CHECK
OUT THE
CAMEL

PARADE!

/~ NORTHERN AND
EASTERN MALI
SPECIALIZED IN SALT | tAgiAzA
FROM MINES. PEOPLE
LIVING IN THE HOT
DESERT USED SALT TO

PRESERVE THEIR FOOD, | CAN'T
SINCE THEY DID NOT IMAGINE
| HAVE REFRIGERATORS. NOT HAVING
REMEMBER THE GOLD A FRIDGE!

WE SAW YESTERDAY?
SOUTHERN MALI
SPECIALIZED IN GOLD
BECAUSE IT WAS
FULL OF GOLD MINES. 5
W PEOPLE USED GOLD -

il FOR DECORATIONS AND
COINS. EVERYONE
WANTED GOLD!
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MANY PEOPLE DID
NOT HAVE MONEY

LIKE WE DO TODAY,

N1 SO THEY TRADED

»{ GOOD FOR GOOD—

=] OR IN THIS CASE,
GOLD FOR SALT!

AL PR Y 2\ L) W AN WA B
D, '- s SOUNDS LIKE

ONCE CARAVANS
REACHED THE MARKET IN
TIMBUKTU, THE BUYERS
AND SELLERS MET TO
EXCHANGE GOODS.

INTERDEPENDENCE |

TO ME!

THAT LOOKS LIKE OUR
FARMER'S MARKET!
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1y IS LOCATED IN CENTRAL
' ﬁgnqrulﬁgg 4 MALI AT THE EDGE OF
THE CITIES THE SAHARA DESERT.

BACK HOME.
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TlMBUKTU WAS A REGIONAL CENTER FOR TRADING SALT
N AND GOLD. ABOUT HO,000 PEOPLE LIVED IN THE CITY. IT L
al WAS A GREAT COMMERCIAL CENTER AND ALSO HOME TO
-~ ¥ THE INTERNATIONAL CENTER FOR ISLAMIC LEARNING.

THAT LOOKS
LIKE A
UNIVERSITY.

THE UNIVERSITY HAD A LARGE LIBRARY OF BOOKS AND

MANUSCRIPTS. THERE IS CURRENTLY A MOVEMENT TO

REBUILD THE GREAT LIBRARY OF TIMBUKTU SO ALL OF
THE DOCUMENTS CAN RETURN TO THEIR ORIGINAL HOME!

THAT'S RIGHT - THE
UNIVERSITY OF
SANKORE. IT WAS A
CENTER OF LEARNING
DURING THE "AGE
OF SCHOLARSHIP”




NO, SCORPY, THEY
RECORDED THEIR
HISTORY ORALLY.
TRAINED
STORYTELLERS
WOULD MEMORIZE
THE HISTORY AND
TELL IT TO OTHERS.

HOW DO WE KNOW
SO MUCH ABOUT
THE ANCIENT
EMPIRE OF MALI?
DID PEOPLE KEEP
DIARIES AND
JOURNALS?

HE IS A GRIOT FROM MALI. HE USES MUSIC,
POETRY, DRAMA, AND DANCE TO HELP HIM TELL
THE HISTORY OF MALI TO MANY PEOPLE. HE
MIGHT ALSO USE A SPECIAL STORYTELLER HAT!

WHAT A BIG JOB! THESE PEOPLE HAVE \ |~ WHAT HAPPENED ONE GENERATION
I'M NOT SURE | GREAT MEMORIES AND | | WHEN A GRIOT DIED? TOLD THE HISTORY

COULD MEMORIZE WORK VERY HARD TO WAS HISTORY LOST? TO THE NEXT
THE HISTORY A ' GET EVERY DETAIL RIGHT. GENERATION. THIS

HAS BEEN DONE
\ FOR CENTURIES!

WHOLE EMPIRE.

AND THE MOST
FAVORITE GRIOT

SO THERE ARE

4 ALOT OF STORY IS THE ONE |4
GREAT STORIES | ABOUT SUNDIATA, THE |
(W ABOUT MAUI ... [ FIRST KING OF THE

MALIAN EMPIRE ...




YES, SCORPY. GRIOTS |
SAY HE WAS THE FOUNDER
OF MALI. HE SEIZED
MAJOR LAND TERRITORIES
THROUGH WHICH GOLD

WAS TRADED, AND HE
INTRODUCED THE
CULTIVATION AND

WEAVING OF COTTON.
HE RULED FROM ABOUT
1230 T0 1255. _//

THAT’S
WHAT |
CALL A

IS THAT
SUNDIATA?

| TOLD YOU MALI WAS AN ANCIENT CIVILIZATION! THE

KINGS OF MALI WERE RICH AND POWERFUL MEN WHO
CONTROLLED TRADE IN WEST AFRICA. THE MOST POWERFUL

AND INFLUENTIAL RULER OF MALI WAS MANSA MUSA. L
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MANSA MUSA RULED MALI
FROM ABOUT 1312 TO 1337.
HE EXPANDED MALIAN
INFLUENCE INTO LARGER
CITIES SUCH AS TIMBUKTU.

AND BUILT MAGNIFICENT MOSQUES. LEGEND SAYS MANSA
MUSA TRAVELED TO MECCA AND GAVE AWAY MORE THAN
50,000 OUNCES OF GOLD TO PEOPLE ALONG THE WAY!

AFTER THE DEATH
1 OF MANSA MUSA,
4 THE EMPIRE OF MALI
DECLINED. OTHER
KINGDOMS BEGAN
TO TAKE LAND AWAY
FROM MALI IN THE
NORTH AND SOUTH.

- P
b, AWESOME! I'M GLAD
WE GOT TO VISIT
MAGNIFICENT MALI!
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