LOOK
DRAGONFLY, THAT'S
MASSACHUSETTS,

BUT THIS DOESN’
LOOK LIKE THE
UNITED STATES!

ﬁHIS SHOWS AMERICA
BEFORE THERE WERE

STATES. THESE ARE THE
13 ORIGINAL COLONIES.
OUR NATION'S SECOND
PRESIDENT, JOHN ADAMS
WAS FROM THE COLONY
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-H\/JOHN ADAMS WﬁS\

BORN IN BRAINTREE,
N MASSACHUSETTS ON
OCT. 30, 1735. AS A
YOUNG BOY, HE LOVED

TO READ ABOUT

\
N WHEN WE USE OUR

\ FAR AWAY PLACES.

~ IMAGINATIONS,
BOOKS CAN HELP

TAKE US PLACES WE

W \ HAVE NEVER BEEN!

YOUNG JOHN ADAMS DID
NOT SPEND ALL OF HIS
TIME READING, HOWEVER,
HE ENJOYED PLAYING
OUTSIDE AND WITH
OTHER CHILDREN, TOO!/

PLAYING IS AN )
IMPORTANT WAY FOR
CHILDREN TO LEARN!

JOHN'S PARENTS
WANTED HIM TO
GET THE BEST
EDUCATION
POSSIBLE, SO THEY
URGED HIM TO
ATTEND COLLEGE.

WOW! GOING TO
COLLEGE WAS A
PRIVILEGE IN JOHN
ADAMS' DAY! |
HOPE HE MAKES
THE BEST OF IT!




JOHN ADAMS ARRIVED AT
HARVARD UNIVERSITY IN
CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS.
HIS PARENTS WANTED HIM TO
GET A GOOD EDUCATION, BUT
JOHN WAS NOT AS EXCITED
\ ABOUT GOING TO COLLEGE.

ﬁ

ONCE JOHN SETTLED
IN TO COLLEGE LIFE,
HE REALLY ENJOYED IT.
HE DECIDED TO STUDY
LAW AT HARVARD.

| BET THAT

WILL COME
IN HANDY
LATER ON!

]
BREERREE
HE EEE
SOMETIMES IT'S SR—
HARD TO TRY
NEW THINGS.
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IN 1758 JOHN OPENED
HIS LAW OFFICE. HE
WORKED HARD AT
BUILDING HIS LAW
PRACTICE AND HE
WAS SOON A VERY

SUCCESSFUL LANYERJ

HIS HARD
WORK 1S
PAYING OFF!

JOHN ADAMS BECAME WELL KNOWN
IN THE COMMUNITY. MANY PEOPLE
FELT THAT HE WOULD BECOME A LEADER

IN THE FIGHT TO GAIN AMERICA 'S
A INDEPENDENCE FROM ENGLAND.

| BET THEY
WERE RIGHT
OUT THAT!




IT WAS JOHN ADAMS
WHO NOMINATED
= GEORGE WASHINGTON
TO BE COMMANDER OF
THE CONTINENTAL ARMY!

JOHN ADAMS SERVED AS A MEMBER OF THE
CONTINENTAL CONGRESS FROM 1774 TO 1777.
THIS GROUP WAS MADE UP OF COLONISTS
THAT WANTED TO BE INDEPENDENT FROM

ENGLAND. THESE MEN MET TO DISCUSS
WAYS TO LET THE KING KNOW THAT
\EERTMN RULES HE MADE WERE UNFAIR.

JOHN ADAMS
MUST HAVE
KNOWN A
GOOD LEADER
WHEN HE
SAW ONE!

BEING TAXED
WITHOUT HAVING
A VOICE WAS ONE
OF THOSE RULES!
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JOHN ADAMS EARNED A
REPUTATION FOR BEING A
GOOD SPOKESMAN FOR
AMERICA. HE WAS ALSO A

f AFTER THE REVOLUTIONARY |
WAR ENDED, JOHN ADAMS
SERVED AS A DIPLOMAT,

THIS WAS

" JOHN ADAMS > IMPORTANT

sougons fo uemmeset | iy o | SRELE heorro e | S,
SENT TO FRANCE TO SERVE § IMPORTANT O COUNTRIES RESPECTED WAS S(?
WITH BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. FRIENDS! WHAT HE HAD TO SAY. YOUNG!
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JOHN ADAMS RETURNED TO AMERICA IN N\ ’
1788. HE HAD SPENT A TOTAL OF 3 YEARS AWAY
FROM HIS OWN COUNTRY AND HIS FAMILY.
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FROM HOME!
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AS VICE PRESIDENT FOR
2 TERMS WHICH WERE
. FRUSTRATING TIMES

; FOR HIM. HE TOLD HIS
N SO HE BECAME WIFE ABIGAIL, THAT

OUR FIRST VICE | | BgING VICE PRESIDENT o~

IN 1789, HE WAS ELECTEDW  PRESIDENT! . : .
AS VICE PRESIDENT TO g | WAS "INSIGNIFICANT, ] o )
SERVE UNDER GEORGE ' AFTER GEORGE / 2

WASHINGTON
SERVED 2 TERMS,
JOHN ADAMS DID
IN FACT BECOME
PRESIDENT!

BUT BEING VICE
PRESIDENT IS A REALLY
IMPORTANT JOB!

WASHINGTON. GEORGE
WASHINGTON ;
RESPECTED HIS WISDOM =
AND HIS ABILITY TO /) =
\ GET THINGS DONE!

JOHN ADAMS WAS OUR
FIRST VICE PRESIDENT
AND NOW HE IS OUR
SECOND PRESIDENT!




/WHEN JOHN ADAMS BECAME
PRESIDENT, FRANCE AND GREAT
BRITAIN WERE AT WAR WITH EACH s
OTHER. THIS BEGAN TO CAUSE
HARDSHIPS ON US WHEN GOODS
THAT CAME FROM BOTH OF <
THESE COUNTRIES COULD NOT
GET TO AMERICA. JOHN ADAMS,
HOWEVER, DID NOT WANT TO
GET INVOLVED IN THIS WAR.

IT WOULD NOT BE
GOOD FOR AMERICA
TO GO TO WAR! WE

JUST FINISHED THE ,
REVOLUTIONARY WAR! z =
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THE AMERICAN PEOPLE WANTED TO
GO TO WAR WITH FRANCE BECAUSE
OF THEIR REFUSAL TO TRADE
WITH THEM, BUT PRESIDENT ADAMS
DID NOT. EVEN WHEN THERE WERE
SEVERAL BATTLES AT SEA, WAR
WAS NOT DECLARED. FRANCE SENT
WORD TO JOHN ADAMS THAT THEY
DID NOT WANT A WAR AND SO TRADE
AND NEGOTIATIONS BEGAN AGAIN_J

#

' ' THAT WAS A
\ CLOSE CALL!
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( ON NOV. 1, 1800, JOHNS T TV 4 -

ADAMS ARRIVED IN THE gz
NEW CAPITAL CITY OF P, 475 :
WASHINGTON, D.C. HE St ~

MOVED INTO THE WHITE

HOUSE. IT WAS CALLED

THE "PRESIDENT 'S HOUSE™ | SO JOHN ADAMS

\  ABIGAIL MOVED IN.

JOHN RETIRED TO

AT THIS TIME. THE HOUSE | WAS THE FIRST HIS FARM IN QUINCY,
WAS NOT COMPLETELY PRESIDENT TO MASSACHUSETTS.
BUILT WHEN HE AND LIVE IN THE JOHN ADAMS DIED
WHITE HOUSE! ON JULY 4, 1826.

HE MAY NOT HAVE BEER
THE FIRST PRESIDENT,
BUT HE WAS NUMBER

=~ ONE WHEN IT CAME

5] TO NEGOTIATING AND
HELPING OUR NEW

COUNTRY STAY OUT
OF ANOTHER WAR!
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